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Uncle Sam' « Forest Rangers! 

THEME ae 

To some, the manegement of Uncle Sam's National Foreste 
mey see a cold, impersonal or mechanical business. 

It ien't that at all. When a Forest Ranger is marking 
mature trees for harvest, when he is counting cattle 
or sheep on and off the range, when he is planting a 
new forest of young trees, his trained hands may go 


through the routine mechanical motions of getting those 


joba done, but actually, his mind and heart are usually — 


focused far beyond.....to the people who will benefit 
some dey from those same trees, and from ail things 3 
under his oare in the forest. Yes, forasts and people: 
go together. The Forest Rangers know this, and their 


consideration for the people they serve as well as 


for the forests they admisister makes up the Human Side 


of Forestry.....Now to the Pine Cone National Forest 
where we find Ranger Jim Robbins and hie assistant, 
Jerry Quicic, preparing to leave on a short field trip. 


It seems as though Jerry is none too enthuslactic about 


' 46..but..well, here they are. 


(FADING IN) You're sure you want me to tag along, Jim? 
Yep. 

But I thought it wae ell set for me to go up on that 
timber sale again today... Why the change in plans, Jim? 
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‘Yeah, eure. (CHUCKLES) I ought to. You pinned my ears back, 


-Iknow. You still say that a lot of thie talk going around 


these days about: overcutting our forests may be sxaggerated. 


‘Now wait a minute, Jim. I didn't say that. Good gravy. 


little more from this stand, and a little extra from that. ... 19 
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pg reckon I just want some company, Jerry, that's 


all. the timber sale area's ‘getting along all right and.... 


Aw, come off with that, Jim. I'preciate being considered 
company of course, but th:t's not the reason you're so set 
on my going. What is it, Jim? : 

(SERIOUS) All right, Jerry. I'11 tell you why f'a like you 


ao (ee oe eS 


to go along with me up there to Benton's place this morning. 
Remember thet little tealik we had after supper last night? | a 


didn't you? But I still sey..... | | rt 


a 
That's 41¢, ien't 1t? And that; seein’ as we're at war and ‘v 
fightin’ for keeps...well...maybe we oughtn't to be too - 

particular about how timber lands are hacked and ruined so _ 


long ae we get the timber out..... 

Any forester knows better'n thst. All I said was that maybe, 

seein’ as how we need wood so badly these days, we gan afford i 
‘eae 


to let more timber go in a stand than we do normally. A 


why, it'd add up. See? 
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Well, we gon cut sone heavier than normally, Jerry, where 


it's negessary. But when you start making too many concessions — 


in good timber Management, Jerry, you get bad management. 
It's hard to stop the bell rolling. We've gotta get out 

more timber for this wer, but what we can't afford to do is_ 
to cut wastefully and destructively and allow the unnecessai’y 


gecrifice of « lot of young timber, that this country's 


going to need later on. 


O.K., Jim. Okay. But what's all this got to do with me 
going along to the Benton place with you? | 5 
Well, I was thinking you oughta see an example of what effect 


misuse of the forests can heve on folks all over the country. — 


It'd give point to what we were talking about. . 


“What's Benton's place got to do with all that? 


The Bentons are the only ones left oute some fifty families 
that used to live up there in Beever Creek Meadow, Jerry. 
The last to etick it out. | 

You mean there was a regular settlement in that country at 
one time? Why, there's nothing but brush in that area, Jim. 
Brush and,....0h, @-few Seraggly trees, I guess. What'd 
folks went to settle in there for? | 

Used to be doggonned good timber country, Jerry. 

Huh? “That must've been years and years ago. 

Yeah? 

What's your point, Jim? 
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Well, the Benton shack 16 all that's left of whet used to 
be the bustling and thriving logging community of Beaver a 
Creok just a short twenty-five years apo...» | 
(SLOWLY) Twenty-five yeers ago?.....That was only back during } 
the last war...Beaver Creek was timber country as recently 
as that? | . 
XEp. Beaver Creek was Gut out during the last wir, Jerry. 
It's...well,,,it’s hard to believe, Jim. That Beaver Creek 
country is sure a mess now...What happened to all the folka 
thet usta live shere? Where'd they go’ 

It's hard to say. They pulled out, one after another, ‘til 
now there's only the Bentons left, and I'm hopin? we can 
make a land trade with them so they can get relocated in 


a better epot. 


“Yeah, I see. What you're seying is that the Bentons represent 


pretty well what happens to a lotte folks when the forest  —— 
2¢ cut clear out from under them. Is that it, Jim? That's | 


what you want me to see, huh? 


That's what I went you to see, Jerry lad. The way I look 


at it, a forester's education ain't complete ‘'ti11 he 
knows something about the resulte of bad logging practices 
as well as good practices, | 


Okey, Jim. I'm ready. (FADE) Let's go. 
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There's the Benton place Just ahead there. See? 

Gosh, it's not much to look at, is it, Jam? Just a tumble-down 
shack Like you sald. 
Yep. Tom Benton's hed all he could do these last few years 
just seraping enough work up to feed his family. There 

1en't ever much cash in the cut-overs for any home improvements. 
Is that thetr kid out in the front yard, Jim? 

Yeah. That's Tom's girl Sally.....1I reckon we'd better. stop 


here. 


CAR STOPS, HOTOR OFF, DOORS OPEN AND CLOSE 


Hello, Sally. Your father home? 
(ABOUT 12 YEARS) No, sir. Da@'s workin’ in Elk City. 


' Momma's here but she's sick. 


Hem-m. That's too bad, Sally. I reckon we better come some 
other tine. 


No, sir. You can come in. I told Momma you were coming 


down the road and she says to bring you in if you don't 


mind how the place looks. 
Of course not. Go ahead, Sally, we'll follow you. 


(SOTTO) Golly, it's sure a mess here, Jin. Look at the tin 
sans and junk lying around. 

You take a lot out of folks when you take away their meange 
of making a decent living, Jerry.. 


Yeah, I guess 80. 
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Momma's in here, Mister Robbins. 

Thank You, Sally. 

(OFF-WEAKLY) I'm over here, Mister Robbins. I been sick 

abed. | 

It's kinda dark in here.... | 

Yeah, the window's broke so we hadde. put paper over it. 

But Tom, he's goint to ‘put in another one, he says. Soon’ s 

we get the roof fixed, thet ‘is. was 

I'm sorry you're sick, Mre. Benton...Oh, by the way, thie 

is Mr. Quick, our assistant ranger. 

How do you do, me"am. I didn't mean anything when I saié 
4t was dark in here...I...I.... 
Oh, that's all right. It ds kinda dork in here. , 
How long have you been laid up this way, Mre. Benton? Hadn't i. 
we better eet a doctor? | 7 
I had the doctor, Mr. Robbins. Had to have an operation for J 


'pendicitie, and I'm just gettin’ over it now...(RAISING VOICE) 
Sally, I thought I told you to clean up those bottles and : 


things on the floor. 


Yes, Momma. I'm goin' to do it now. Eut what about little — 1 


That's right. I haven't seen the baby. How 18 he? 
He'a over here, asleep on the floor. fee? 


(SOTTO) Holy Smokes! I neerly stepped on hin. 
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Well, just leave hin be, Sally, so long's he's anleep..... 
Now, whet ie it you ceme to talk about, Mister Robbins? 

i was wonderin’ if you and Tom have given much thought to 
moving away from here, from Beaver Creek, Mrs. Benton? 

Yes, sir. We've enouaht about it. But thinkin' hesn't éone 
us much good, seems like. We're still here efter all these 
years...Why you askin’? | 

Well, your plece here is the only private patch left in 

this part of Beaver Creek thet isn't part of the National 
Forest. And the Government's got 2 few acres near Rock 
Creek that's part of the original reservation before our fores’: 
boundary was changed, and I wondered..... 

That Rock Creek section is real nice, atn't it? 

If Ma, Robbins is thinking about the Same place I am, 

tes. Benton, it's a swell homeplece.....There's an old houge 
still there and a 1ittle garden plot and... 

A gerden....I never had much l#ok tryin’ to raiee a garden 
here in the cut-over. | 

That old house Jerry mentioned will need some patching up, 
but not as much as this houge'll need to get you through 


the winter, Mra, Benton. 


It sounds kinda...nice. But what's the octch, Mister Robbins? 


Folkea don't go around offering somethin’ for nothin’ nowadeys. 
Well, I thought maybe we could work up whst we call 2 land 
exchange. You see, trade this place for thet piece of lanc. 


thet's outside our boundary now. 
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| Page 10 
That's right. But it'e pretty poor land, I tell you. | 
Well, thet other plece is quite a bit emaller, but it's good 
land. We'd have to survey and appraise both place of course 
but I think 1% would work out, You sea, this Lend here ought 
to be reforested... that's our job; and the other plese oughtes 
be farmed, and Tom could do thet all right...se, eeema to ma 
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like it oughta work out feir enough all around. 


‘It sounds nice all right, Mister Robbins. But tom'd have to bo 


the one to see about it. He's workin’ in Elk City. 

Yes, Sally told us. ) 

First good job he's had in years and he's tryin’ to get up 
enough money to put this place in shape. Nearly had enough but 
my operation fixed that. And about moving, I don't know..... 
Well, I'11 try to see Tom...I guess we've tired you, talkin’ 

so much, Mrs. Benton. Oe | 

No, not a bit...(UP) Sally, I thought I told you to clean the — 
house. , a 
(OFF) I am, Momma. I'm taking out all those old bottles in the 
kitchen nows.. os 
I guesa Jerry and I better be going, Mrs. Benton. You sure | 


there's nothing we can help you with while we're... 


CRASH OFF, BREAKING BOTTLE, SALLY GRIES OUT 
(EXCITED) It's Sally. She musta fell off the stepa an’ hurt 


herself. I better... 
(GOING OFF) 1°11 go see what happened. 
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You stay right where you are, Mre. Benton. Don't you get up. Hy 
We'll take care’ of Sally. (CALLS) Jerry, is she all right? 
(COMING ON) (SALLY WHIMPERING) The poor kid fell and cut her 


head on one of the bottles. 


‘=> eae: ce 


Put her here on the bed with me, (SALLY WHIMPERS) ‘There, therm 
yy 
child. The Rangers'll fix it. Lie still honey.. There. 


ra 


I got our first ald kit right here, Jim. I think we can handle 
it 'til we get her to the doctor. But it's a pretty bad cut. 4 


° May need a stitch or two, looks like. itt 
190. SALLY WHINPERS | Feahisc i 


MRS. Be You'll take Sally to the doctor, Mister Robbins? And osil ‘call 
I'll need him, here. | : 
There now, Sally. I'm not going to hurt you. . 
Mre, Benton, do you think you can welk toe cur pickup? 1a : 


Yes, o but. ® 


Fine. Then as goon as Jerry gets that suena on Sally's nee 


you're all going to come RHO with us...to the Ranger Station. 
That's a swell idea, Jim. | : 
Oh, we couldn't do that. fa 
Who seys you couldn't? Mrs. Robbing will be tickled to have you : 
and 1% won't only be ‘til we get Sslly fixed up and I can get : 
Tom....What do you say, Jerry? Abcut through?... : 
JERRY 3 Just a minute more, Jim. Lie still now, girlie... 
4. SALLY WHIMPERS, FADE OUT } ! | 
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. Page j9 
There, I guess the old pipe’ s going all right now...It's a swell 
night, Jerry. | 
Yes, Jim, it's 2 swell night. | 
I guess you know I talied with Tom Benton and he's all for thet — 
land exchange. They'll be a lot better off. 


Yeah. 


Funny about this forestry job. We start out on some land 
exchange business, and first thing we know we're rushing a kici 
to the doctor... Bess is proud a8 a Mother Hen takin' care of 
the kids. and Mrs. Benton. | 
Jim, I've been thinking, 

Yeah? 

Seems to me that we foresters have got a real job on our hands 
right now. We just can't let what happened at Beaver Creek 
during th last war...we can't let things like that heppen to our 


, 


forests again this time. 
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But lest night you were saylng... 
Never mind that. Tonight's another night....(LAUGHS) I ig 
a swell night, Jim..... a 
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Agar Page 13 
ANNOUNCER: A couple of weelte ago we told you the Forest Service had 
prepared a new bulletin on "Equipment and Methods for Harvesting 


Farm Woodland Products." Farm Wootéiland owners who would like « 


@ 
Ya. copy of the new Forest Service Bulletin may obtain it by writing 
i. | & postcard to the Forest Service, U. 3. Department of a 
qe. Agriculture, Washington, D. C. and requesting Farmer's Eulletin 
| § | 1907...That's it-..Farmer's Bulletin 1-9-0-7. 

re. This program has been a network presentation with the 
fo. cooperation of the Forest Service, U. 3. Department of 
h10. Agriculture, 
Wo. 
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